Functional criteria for mandibular implant placement post resection and reconstruction for cancer.
Osseointegrated implants used in the mandible post resection and reconstruction for cancer represents a treatment option with the potential for functional improvement and enhanced quality of life. Unfortunately, protocols for their use in this patient population have been empirical and technique-driven with the assumption that they will overcome most, if not all, functional deficits encountered. The article reviews the salient oral physiologic factors for this group of patients and presents a rational approach and functional criteria for patient selection and implant placement. Other considerations discussed include: timing of implant placement, irradiated and compromised tissues, patient motivation, and tumor prognosis. These principles, if followed, may enhance realistic functional outcomes for this patient population.